Drew University Model UN

Topic VI: Civil War in Sri Lanka

Committee: General Assembly
Purpose:

The purpose of this simulation is to discuss the current unrest in Sri Lanka and the possibility of further violence. The General Assembly has been informed by Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International about possible Human Rights violations including genocide of the Tamils. 

History:

The island of Sri Lanka, also known as Ceylon or the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, is located 33 miles off the coast of India and is home to 20 million people. It is a multi-religious and multi-ethnic country, although the majority faith is Buddhism and the two majority ethnic group are Sinhalese and Tamil who are concentrated in the north and east of the island. Since 1983 there have been serious issues with the stability of the nation regarding an inconsistence Civil War between the government and the “Marxist” Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who are looking to achieve independence and to separate from Sri Lanka. In 2004, The World Bank declared Sri Lanka as one of the world’s most unstable countries and it has also been named one of the most unstable democracies (although this has been denied by the United States). 
Over 70,000 people have been officially listed as killed in, what has been named the longest running civil war. As one of the world's deadliest ongoing armed conflicts, it has caused significant adversity to the population, environment and the economy of the country. The tactics employed by the Tamil Tigers have resulted in the organization being banned as a terrorist organization in 32 countries including the United States, Japan, Brazil, Australia, the nations of the European Union, and Canada. After two decades of fighting and three failed attempts at peace talks, including the unsuccessful deployment of the Indian Army as a peacekeeping force from 1987 to 1990, a lasting negotiated settlement to the conflict appeared possible when a cease-fire was declared in December 2001, and a ceasefire agreement signed with international mediation in 2002. However limited hostilities renewed in late 2005 and the conflict began to escalate until the government launched a number of major military offensives against the LTTE beginning in July 2006, and drove the LTTE out of the entire Eastern province of the island. The LTTE then declared they would "resume their freedom struggle to achieve statehood" The government then shifted its offensive to the north of the country, and formally announced its withdrawal from the ceasefire agreement on January 2, 2008, alleging that the LTTE violated the agreement over 10,000 times. Since then, aided by the destruction of a number of large arms smuggling vessels that belonged to the LTTE, and an international crackdown on the funding for the Tamil Tigers, the government has taken control of 98% of the territory previously controlled by the Tamil Tigers, including their de-facto capital Kilinochchi, main military base Mullaithivu and the entire A9 highway. 
On February 3, 2009 the United States, the European Union, Japan and Norway issued a joint statement urging the Tamil Tigers to lay down their arms and end hostilities, as there was just a short time before the Tigers lost all the territory still under their control. On February 5, 2009 the military captured the last Sea Tiger Base in Chalai, reducing the territory under rebels' control to less than some 200 sq. km.
Present Concerns:

There have been many concerns regarding the military tactics taken on by a predominantly Sinhalese government. According to a representative of the Tamils, the record shows that during the past sixty years and more, the intent and goal of all Sinhala governments (without exception) has been to secure the island as a Sinhala Buddhist Deepa. Rule by a permanent ethnic majority within the confines of a single state is the dark side of democracy. The Sinhala Buddhist nation masquerading as a multi ethnic 'civic' 'Sri Lankan' nation set about its task of assimilation and 'cleansing' the island of the Tamils, as a people, by  
- depriving a section of Eelam Tamils of their citizenship, 
- declaring the Sinhala flag as the national flag, 
- colonizing parts of the Tamil homeland with Sinhala people, 
- imposing Sinhala as the official language, 
- discriminating against Tamils students seeking University admission, 
- depriving Tamil language speakers of employment in the public sector, 
- dishonoring agreements entered into with the Tamil parliamentary  political leadership,
- refusing to recognize constitutional safeguards against discrimination, 
- later removing these constitutional safeguards altogether, 
- giving to themselves an autonomous Constitution with a foremost place for Buddhism,
- and changing the name of the island itself to the Sinhala Buddhist name of Sri Lanka - appropriately enough, on  the 'tenth day of the waxing moon in the month of Vesak in the year two thousand five hundred and fifteen of the Buddhist Era'.

The Tamils are also accusing the military of gross war crimes on civilian Tamils that have been occurring for many years.

Human Rights Watch:

Human Rights Watch has also reported numerous violations of the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In a letter to UN members, the NGO Coalition for an Effective Human Rights Council that Sri Lankan Government forces have in the past two years been implicated in a wide range of serious abuses, including hundreds of extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances, widespread torture, and arbitrary detention. Sri Lanka obstructs the work of the council’s own appointed human rights experts, ignores their recommendations, publicly attacks senior UN officials who speak out on human rights issues, and has been unwilling to engage in serious discussions regarding UN human rights monitoring. The coalition noted in the letter that the armed separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam have long been implicated in serious human rights abuses, but says this provides no justification for government abuses.
What has been done?
In June 2008, a clear majority of members of the Council showed their solidarity with Sri Lanka in its efforts to promote and protect human rights while combating terrorism. Reference to Sri Lanka’s human rights situation was made by several Western countries and Sri Lankan and international NGOs which attended the Seventh Session. However, such criticism fell well short of gaining necessary support within the Council for any specific action on Sri Lanka due to a successful briefing campaign spearheaded by the Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the UN in Geneva. This campaign was a part of Sri Lanka’s long-standing policy of open and constructive engagement with the international community on human rights issues. 
Also, in 2008 the Security Council issued its annual report on the Human Rights situation in Sri Lanka. Although the purpose was only to report its findings, it does discuss levels of child recruitment by the LTTE. The military has also been accused of the forced detainment of children of LTTE families who are then recruited to fight for the government. The median age of the children recruited is 15. 

Bloc Positions

Western Bloc: United States, GB, France, Germany, Poland, EU

The Western nations, especially the United Sates, support the efforts of the government of Sri Lanka to halt the violence between the military and the LTTE, whom they consider a terrorist group. Although these nations wish for the immediate halt on both sides, they do address that there have been a high number of extra-judicial killings, abductions, and other human rights violations in Sri Lanka have disproportionately affected Tamils. The focus of these block are how to address what has been occurring and provide effective aid. They do not believe what has been occurring is genocide
Middle East Bloc: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia 

It is the opinion of the majority of Middle Eastern nations that LTTE is a legitimate sect of displaced people that are striving for freedom from an oppressive government. These nations believe strongly that genocide has been occurring and will continue to occur unless the UN takes strong, swift action against the Sri Lankan government. They believe that aid should be given to the Sri Lankan government, both military and medical if necessary.

Southeast Asian Bloc: India, China, Russia, Japan
These countries and the surrounding nations think it is imperative that the violence cease in this region. There is great fear that an influx of refugees will attempt to leave Sri Lanka and enter India so these nations also desire swift action. Although they do not support LTTE, they do not believe that they are a terrorist group and would favorably on a DMZ or a possible partition of the nation. They believe that aid is necessary but not military aid.

QARMA

1. How should the General Assembly define the LTTE? Should their acts against the military be considered terrorist acts? Or should they be considered an oppressed sect within their society?

2. Should the GA classify what is occurring against the LTTE as genocide keeping in mind the definition as set by the Rome Statue, the ICTY, and the ICTR? Do they qualify under another crime? Or is it simply an act of warfare?
3. Because the Tamil people have had their citizenship revoked, should the United Nations consider them as displaced peoples within the nation of Sri Lanka? Should the UN provide extra support due to this?
4. What efforts should be made to ensure lasting peace in the nation? Should the UN consider partition? Or should the UN provide a larger amount of peacekeeping troops?
5. How should the UN address the accusations of Human Rights violations? Should sanctions be in place to ensure the actors of the war comply? What sort of aid should be given and to whom should the UN provide?
6. What can be done to ensure that the conflict does not affect surrounding nations such as India (refugees)?
