Drew Model UN

Simulation: The Sri Lanka Conflict

Crisis Update

This additional handout provides current information on the situation as it evolves and new necessary points of debate. Please take this information into consideration as you address the QARMAs in your working papers and resolution drafts 

Press Release from BBC News: March 2, 2009
The Sri Lankan government has rejected fresh calls for a temporary ceasefire with Tamil Tiger rebels. 
Foreign Minister Rohitha Bogollagama told the BBC that if the rebels lay down their arms there would be no need for a halt in the fighting. He said a pause would only give the rebels time to regroup and consolidate in the north-east. Reports of growing civilian casualties have prompted the UN, European Union and India to urge a ceasefire. 
The Tigers have been driven from most of the territory they held by an army offensive in the past few weeks. 

"The pause is not going to give any benefit because it would only prolong the type of LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) strengthening," Mr Bogollagama told the BBC.  He said that the government would continue to take a line that met "humanitarian interests" and the concerns of those calling for a truce. Mr Bogollagama defended the restrictions placed on civilians in the camps that have been set up for those who have escaped the fighting. 

In a briefing to the UN Security Council a few days ago, its humanitarian chief, Sir John Holmes, said the restrictions on the movement of civilians into and out of the camps were unacceptable. But Mr Bogollagama said the restrictions had been put in place mainly for the safety of the civilians and promised that people would be resettled in their original homes in the due course of time. India has been among those calling for a pause in hostilities to protect civilians. 

Indian External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee said in a statement: "Sri Lanka should seize the reported ceasefire offer by the Tamil Tigers to bring a halt in hostilities." Last week, the Tigers told the United Nations they were ready to comply with international calls for a ceasefire. But they said they would not lay down their weapons, as the government has demanded. 

News Release from Sri Lankan Military of Defense: March 3, 2009
Troops of the 58 Division led by Brigadier Shavendra Silva and Task Force -8 troops led by Colonel Ravipriya under the command of Major General Kamal Goonarathne of the 53 Division, have entered the outskirts of LTTE's remaining garrison at Puthukkudiyiruppu, and reached the Puthkkudiyirippu junction following hours long fierce fighting that left scores of terrorists killed today (March 3) at around 9.30a.m. 

LTTE resistances were totally neutralized by the forward domination elements of the 58 Division and Task Force - 8 that led the initial onslaughts to the heavily fortified LTTE foothold, following the breakout of intense fighting in  the area since February 20. Infantrymen of the 9(GW) Gemunu Watch, 12(GR) Gajabha Regiment, 1GR and 4 VIR led the initial thrust into the Puthukkudiyirippu junction reportedly securing the town perimeters driving away the remaining LTTE resistances this morning. According to ground sources, terrorists have fled in total disarray in the face of inevitable defeat. 

"The capture of the Puthukkudiyirippu junction, overall underscores the end game for LTTE" a defence observer said adding that they (LTTE) are only left with two options, either to surrender with security forces or to face total destruction. The 10 and 12 GR troops flanked the western boundary of Puthukkudiririiupu while 9, 6 and 12GW troops led the offensive formations from Kombavil and Northwest of Puthukkudiyirippu. The 7(SR) Sinha Regiment, 10 and 11 SLLI troops also led assault formations into the LTTE garrison perimeters, security sources said. 1GR and 4 VIR troops of the TF-8 have entered the junction advancing from South of the A- 35 Paranthan - Mullaittivu main road. 

Additional Points of Debate
1. Should the United Nations step in to protect the remaining Tamil Tigers regardless of terrorist status? It is necessary to define if this situation has become genocide or still remains a civil conflict.

2. What needs to be done immediately to halt escalating violence in the remaining areas? Should Tamil refugees be given special status so as to protect them in other nations?

3. What must be done to address the most recent human rights violations regarding movement from the camps? Is the government responsible or should the UN take responsibility of these displaced peoples?

Additional Research
For more information on the subject of Human Rights, please access the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and also any Human Rights conventions that your nation may be a part of. 
